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What we do

We post a brand-new book every month to children 

from birth until their fifth birthday. We do this by 

developing partnerships with communities to support 

their local children in the way that works best for 

them. Together we create a unique and exciting 

experience for families across the world, while children 

build their own home library of up to 60 books!

Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library inspires a lifelong love 

of books and reading.



A collection of 
60 carefully 

chosen books

Delivered 
directly to the 
child at home

Arrive through 
the post every 

month

Available for 
children from 
birth until age 

five





Book selection



Ideas sheets



Why we do it
‘Kids who read succeed, kids who don’t, don’t’ 

(Homecoming 2025)



A love of reading, in crisis
• 1 in 3 children say they 

enjoy reading in their free 
time (National Literacy 
Trust)

• 1 in 8 children between 
ages 5-8 own no books of 
their own (National 
Literacy Trust) 

• Only half of 0–4-year-olds 
are read to frequently. 
(Harper Collins)

To inspire a love of reading and close the 
poverty related attainment gap

Whether or not a child enjoys reading is more important to 
their educational success than their family background. 

(OECD)

Frequent reading at home is one of only three factors 
proven to have an impact on the vocabulary gap between 

the most and least well-off children. 
(Growing up in Scotland)

Increasing reading engagement could mitigate 30% of the 
attainment gap associated with socio-economic 

disadvantage.
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Early childhood programmes, especially those for the most 
disadvantaged, offers high returns in investment, running 
from 7-10% for pre-school programmes and up to 13% for 

high quality 0-5 programmes.
Heckman



Dr Caroline Zwierzchowska-Dod, Swansea University, 2022
Key findings of the research project include:

● It strengthened parent-child bonds through 
frequent reading, and by helping parents learn 
more about their child.

● Parents identified a ‘nudge’ factor’ through the 
monthly book arrival.

● Receiving Imagination Library books for 12 
months or more correlated with improved 
academic outcomes at age 5.

● A universal offer of the Imagination Library 
supports community cohesion through 
developing shared cultural capital.

● Children in the Imagination Library for more 
than a year had a 40% increased chance of 
achieving the “Good Level of Development” 
standard, and a 54% increased chance of 
achieving the Early Learning Goal for reading, 
compared to children with similar 
characteristics who were not in the 
Imagination Library programme.

Books, Babies and Bonding







‘A parent’s lap is the best seat in the house.’
(Lin Oliver)



How we do it



How it works



In Scotland

Local Programmes include – All Care-experienced 
children, Renfrewshire wide for ages 2-5, Wind farm 

funded communities in South Lanarkshire, 
Coalfields Regeneration Trust funded in Fife and 
East Ayrshire, Libraries focused programmes in 

Dundee

Over 9200 children receiving books 
each month

Over 700,000 books mailed in 
Scotland since 2008



“You can never 
get enough books 
into the hands of 
enough children”



Thank You!
Helena Barrett-Duncan

Scotland Regional Director

hbarrettduncan@imaginationlibrary.co.uk
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