FALKIRK COUNCIL

Funding Officers Network

131 May 2026

Margaret Harkins — Community Partnership Co-ordinator

Ann-Maree Fairbairn — Claims & Compliance Officer
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2026/27 Support

* Pride in Place Impact Fund — Vacant Premises Improvement Grant
« Community Benefits Wish List
« Community Choices
» School Holiday Food & Activities Fund

« Tenants Choice Fund
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Pride in Place - Impact Fund
Vacant Premises Improvement Grant it

Purpose
« To bring vacant High St/Town Centre units back into use, helping to reactivate our main economic
areas.

Who can apply

» Formally registered Third Sector organisations (<250 employees)

* Non-profit start-ups, charities, trusts, or third sector landlords with an identified tenant.
» Priority for organisations with income <£1m

Premises/Location
« Vacant High St/Town Centre units (priority to ground floor units)

What funding is available
£2,000 to £25,000 grant - capital only

« Up to 75% of total eligible capital costs

*  25% match-funding required from applicants (can be in-kind equivalent)

« Support for improvements to enable occupation/activity eg internal fixtures/fittings, accessibility
adaptations, EPC improvements, commercial grade equipment.
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Vacant Premises Improvement Grant

Key Conditions

* Premises must have been vacant for at least 1 month
*  Minimum 12-month lease commitment

» No works procured/commenced prior to application

Timeframes
* Open now
* Final deadline: Feb 2027 (may close early if demand is high)
* Project activity complete and fully evidenced by March 2027

Process
* All initial enquiries to CommunityDevelopment@falkirk.gov.uk
Fund officers are happy to have a conversation before groups commit time/effort into an application.
* Project outline including applicant detail, premises address, proposed use, description/cost
improvement works, match funding proposal, project timeline, information on statutory consents.
* Funding team will assess detail and determine any progression to full application stage.

« Online application — evidence of draft lease, organisational finances, project quotes, match fund
evidence etc.

* Awards panel assessment & decisions

Website: Third Sector Vacant Premises Improvement Grant
Contact: CommunityDevelopment@falkirk.gov.uk
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https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/community-funding/vacant-premises-improvement-fund-third-sector
mailto:CommunityDevelopment@falkirk.gov.uk
mailto:CommunityDevelopment@falkirk.gov.uk

Community Benefit Wish List

What are Community Benefits?
«  Community Benefits are obligations included in Council contracts that require
Suppliers to deliver positive contributions to Falkirk communities.

» They can take a range of forms including financial/material donations,
specialist services, volunteering hours, or other practical support tailored to
community needs.

What is a Community Benefit Wish List?
+ The Wish List is a way for local community groups and third sector organisations to share what would
make a real difference to them.

+ It allows Falkirk Council to match Wishes with relevant contractors - helping us to meaningfully
support communities through Council contracts.

Our Community Benefit Wish List process is currently in development.

If you would like to register your interest, please contact us at: CommunityPartnership@falkirk.gov.uk
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Other Programmes

Community Choices
» Participatory Budgeting Programme — public vote in each ward. programmes
« Small Grants up to £5,000
* Applications normally open around Nov/Dec annually
Website: Community Choices
Contact: community.choices@falkirk.gov.uk

Recurring

School Holidays Activity Fund
» Supporting local organisations to provide food and activities for children and young people from
low-income families in Falkirk during school holidays.
* Phased application windows ahead of each holiday period.
Website: School Holiday Food and Activities Fund
Contact: fairerfalkirk@falkirk.gov.uk

Tenants Choice
» Falkirk Council’s Housing Service - Participatory Budgeting programme specifically to benefit
Falkirk Council tenants.
+ Gives tenants a say in how their rent can contribute to small community projects.
* Up to £5,000 for a project that will benefit tenants and the communities where they live
Website: Tenants Choice Funding
Contact:Tenant.participation@falkirk.gov.uk

[ [ | HEN I | FALKIRK COUNCIL =


https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/community-choices
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