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A new GIRFEC Child’s Plan Practice 
Statement has been published by the 
Scottish Government. 
It aims to provide practitioners with confidence, clarity and practical 
support to continue to implement GIRFEC.

 The non-statutory child’s plan remains a core component of the 
GIRFEC approach to promoting, supporting and safeguarding the 
wellbeing of children and young people.

 This new practice statement reflects the relationship and alignment 
between statutory and non-statutory plans, and recent legislative 
and policy developments. It covers what a child’s plan is within 
GIRFEC, when a child’s plan should be considered, who should be 
involved in the development and review of a child’s plan, how a 
child’s plan supports transitions and chronologies.

 You can find the statement here, along with an easy read 
version here.

 The practice statement complements the guidance series published 
in September 2022 to help and support practitioners and managers 
embed GIRFEC into their everyday practice.

 The GIRFEC Team.


https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781835213322
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781835213643
https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/girfec-resources/


What is a child’s plan?
Extracts from easy read version:
Children, young people, and families sometimes need support. This might 
mean making a child’s plan for the child or young person so that everyone 
helping them knows what needs to happen.

Children, young people, and families can say they do not want a child’s 
plan. But they must accept support if a Children’s Panel or Sheriff says it 
is compulsory to keep them safe from harm or harmful behaviours.

The National Practice Model is a way for workers to find out if a child or 
young person needs support for their wellbeing. Information will be 
gathered from different professionals, and the child or young person and 
their family.

The plan could be made by a single organisation or different organisations 
working together. Everyone involved should use all their skills and 
experience to meet the child or young person’s needs.

If children, young people, and families need support from different 
organisations, this means making a multi-agency child’s plan. This is 
where a lead professional is needed.



We request your support in sharing and displaying the attached 

posters, developed by CPCs Scotland, within your services as 

part of our public information and engagement agenda. 

We would be grateful if you can confirm how you have used 

these so we can feedback to CPCs Scotland.

With thanks

Tony McLaughlin
Tony McLaughlin 

Lead Officer Child Protection

tony.mclaughlin@falkirk.gov.uk 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/fvpp/child-

protection/reporting-a-child-protection-concern/

 

mailto:tony.mclaughlin@falkirk.gov.uk
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/fvpp/child-protection/reporting-a-child-protection-concern/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/fvpp/child-protection/reporting-a-child-protection-concern/


We can all help keep kids safe



Falkirk child poverty action group 

Grangemouth Test of Change

The focus of the Test of Change is to bring services from the 

range of council and partnership services, such as heath and 

appropriate external supports to the families where they access 

support on a daily basis.



Provost’s Christmas Appeal 2023


	Slide 1: Voluntary Sector Children's Services Forum Falkirk     Update   Norman Philip, Barnardo’s 1 November 2023 
	Slide 2: Falkirk’s Integrated Children and Young People’s Services Plan 2023-2026
	Slide 3
	Slide 4:  
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: What is a child’s plan? 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: We can all help keep kids safe
	Slide 10: Falkirk child poverty action group  Grangemouth Test of Change
	Slide 11: Provost’s Christmas Appeal 2023

