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Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund and Cash-First Fund
The Scottish Government will shortly be launching two bid-in funds: the Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund (CPAF) and the Cash-First Fund (CFF).
The funds will be open to applications from local areas who want to test approaches to accelerate their action to tackle child poverty (CPAF) and/or food insecurity (CFF) – learning about what works best in their communities, and sharing this to inform national policy and practice. 
Local Authorities/Health Boards can apply to both funds – separate applications will be required for each fund.
	Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund (CPAF)
	Cash-First Partnership Fund             (CFF)

	PURPOSE

	· To test and innovate ways of working,  and – through rigorous evaluation – generate evidence on what works to tackle child poverty. (Not intended for service delivery.)
· Key criteria include impact on the drivers of child poverty and on the priority family groups
	· To improve urgent local access to cash and associated support in a crisis so as to reduce the need for food banks
· The Fund will enable multi-sector Partnerships to recruit a coordinator and drive forward improvement activities, including small scale test of change. They will receive dedicated support from a learning partner and opportunities for peer learning.

	ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

	· Lead applicant must be Local Authority or Health Board, though delivery partners can include public, private and third sectors.
· LAs/HBs can submit more than one application.
· Joint applications will be prioritised.
	· Open to area-based partnerships between public, private and third sector organisations
· Partnerships will ordinarily be LA-wide, but in some instances may focus on one locality within a LA, or bring together multiple LAs
· Lead applicant can be LA, HB or incorporated third sector organisation 
· Partnerships do not need to be legally constituted but should be formally established with a MOU for the purposes of this Fund.

	BUDGET AND DURATION

	· Projects of approx. £30-80k (but EOIs for projects above/below this range are welcome)
· Will accept multi-year applications with funding for 2024/25 subject to evidence of progress and Scottish Government budget availability. Funds must be spent within the relevant financial year.
	· Partnerships will receive up to £200,000 over 24 months, and assistance from a learning partner

	TIMELINE

	· Applications open 31 July 2023 – 1 Sep 2023
· Fund to launch Oct 2023
· Potential for a further round of applications in 2024, subject to evidence of demand and effectiveness
	· Applications open 31 July 2023 – 1 Sep 2023
· Fund to launch Oct 2023


	CONTACT

	Tackling Child Poverty Policy Unit TCPU@gov.scot 
	Food Insecurity Team foodinsecurityteam@gov.scot



Information Sessions
CPAF and CFF will be administered separately however, the relevant Scottish Government units will join up where appropriate, including holding joint information sessions. 
Sessions will be held via MS Teams at: 
11.00-12.30 Monday 24 July 2023 – To join, click here 
11.00-12.30 Wednesday 26 July 2023 – To join, click here
The sessions will be recorded and shared for the benefit of those unable to attend.

Expressions of Interest Form
To help us understand the potential interest in the CPAF and CFF, and to help us tailor upcoming information sessions, it would be helpful to know a little bit more about potential applications. 
We encourage anyone thinking of making a CPAF and/or CFF application to complete the below expression of interest template, no matter how brief, to allow us to gauge potential interest in the funds and prepare accordingly. 
Nothing in this expression of interest will bind you to submitting a proposal, nor will the absence of an expression of interest preclude future applications. The quality of any expression of interest will not influence any future application assessment (either positively or negatively). We appreciate the pressures local leads are under and encourage a very brief overview of potential activity with no need for detailed plans or analysis at this stage.
Please use the template below to structure your brief expression of interest and return it to TCPU@gov.scot and/or foodinsecurityteam@gov.scot by 20 July (the earlier we receive these, the more we can tailor information sessions and guidance). Please complete a new template for each expression of interest. 

	Details  

	Fund of interest (delete as appropriate)
	Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund 
Cash-First Fund 


	Lead organisation
	Please indicate the lead organisation for your project. The lead organisation will be the main point of contact and responsible for oversight of the project.

	Partners
	Please briefly describe partners involved in your proposed project and their role. 

	Summary of cash-first fund /accelerator fund proposal

	Briefly describe the type of proposed project to tackle poverty. (maximum 500 words)
e.g. for CPAF – Adapting activities to have a more direct and explicit focus on priority groups; adapting existing approaches using learning and best practice from previous projects or from practice elsewhere; evaluating a promising practice
e.g. for CFF – Collaborative working between Partnership members to understand barriers to cash-first support; strengthening access to existing sources of cash-first support; trialling new sources of cash-first support 

	Information session
	Please provide details of what you would like the information session to include.

	Lead contact(s)
	Please identify the primary point of contact for your project – name, role, email address
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