
  
 
Lockdown E-news no. 16: Monday 31 August 
Virtual talks, events, and activities for Rosh Hashanah and beyond 
  
In this E-news (full details and registration links for all activities below): 
 

As we said last week: in September you get to say goodbye to Fiona on her retirement and 
meet our new Projects and Outreach Manager Ruby Katz.  

Still lots of things coming up in September – it’s time NOW to register for the Creative 
Thursdays starting this Thursday morning, the Scotland’s Jewish Online Get-Together this 
Thursday evening, the Yiddish Open Mic on Sunday afternoon AND the Besht Tellers story 
telling evening on Sunday evening! 

New since last week: a new Box Scheme for young people organised by UJIA, an event in 
October being organised by the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre, and a memorial service 
happening tonight at Giffnock Shul being broadcast on Zoom.  We are very pleased to be 
working in partnership with those three organisations to help them reach a wider audience.  
Please contact us if we can help you with delivery of online activities.  
 
 

TONIGHT 
Monday 31st August 6.30p.m. Memorial Service 

Giffnock Shul invites the Scottish Jewish community to a Service of Remembrance in memory 
of those who passed away during the covid-19 pandemic.  Due to restrictions that were in place 
during the pandemic, there was no opportunity for family members to say Kaddish for loved 
ones at their funerals or to have conventional Shiva services, and we are therefore having a 
Remembrance Service to allow families to gather together for prayers.   

Because of Government restrictions, attendance is limited, so it will not be possible to attend in 
person unless you have already booked and had a place confirmed.  

The Memorial Service will also be broadcast on Zoom for the benefit of all other people wanting 
to view the service.  The service will commence with Mincha and will be followed by an address 
and the Memorial  Prayers. Ma’ariv will be read at the conclusion of the Service.  Please e-mail 
office@glasgowjewishrepcouncil.org for the Zoom link.  

 

 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

mailto:office@glasgowjewishrepcouncil.org


 

THIS WEEK 

 Thursday 3rd September, 7.30 p.m.: Scotland’s Jewish Online Get-Together; this 
time a chance to hear what it’s like living outwith the Central Belt with speakers from 
Aberdeen, St Andrews, Highlands, Orkney and more. Presented by SCoJeC in 
partnership with Jewish communities around Scotland 

 Sunday 6th September, 8 p.m.: a fabulous Story Telling Evening – a one-off reunion 
on Zoom of The Besht Tellers, Robbie Gringas and Danny Scheinmann, in a show 
‘Chasing Tales’, specially put together for us.  Presented by SCoJeC in partnership with 
the Jewish Small Communities Network 

 Thursdays 3, 10, 17 and 24 September, 10 a.m. ‘Creative Thursdays”.  Singing, 
baking, drawing and textiles to feed your creative self over this Rosh Hashanah month.  
Full details below. Free, all welcome!  

 Sunday 6 September, 3 – 5 pm: Yiddish Open Mic in partnership with the Yiddish 
Open Mic Café 

COMING SOON 
 Limmud Tour of Britain – happening on four Tuesday evenings, 8th and 15th September 

and 20th and 27th October.  Includes a packed programme of speakers  - more details 
below  

 Thursday 24 September 5 – 6 p.m. A Farewell Fiona and Welcome Ruby Open 
House, with live music from Gica Loening, Fiddle.     

 Tuesday 29th September, 7.30 p.m.: the first meeting of a new Climate Network for 
the Scottish Jewish Community 
 

 
FOR CHILDREN ALL OVER SCOTLAND! 

THE MATANA CLUB - SURPRISE IN A BOX – September to December 2020 
Presented by UJIA in partnership with SCoJeC and all of Scotland’s Jewish communities -  
orthodox,  orthodox, reform and liberal.   
Children in nursery to P7 are invited to receive a free monthly box with recipes, crafts, activities 
and surprises reflecting Jewish holidays taking place over the upcoming month. We will also join 
together for a short monthly online session to celebrate and share!  Register at 
bit.ly/matanascotland by Thursday September 3rd.  
Contact Sydney at  glasgow.youthworker@ujia.org with any questions. 
You can see many more activities of Jewish interest on our Lockdown Website at  
www.scojec.org/lockdown.html including services from all the Jewish communities –  and other 
Jewish cultural activities happening around the UK including the Edinburgh Jewish Cultural 
Centre activities, weekly coffee mornings with the Jewish Small Community Network and more.   
 
See below for how to register for all the activities listed above.  

Brought to you by SCoJeC’s events team, Fiona, Joanne and Gean (with Ruby in the 
wings ready to take on Fiona’s mantle on 1st October) 

Contact us at events@scojec.org or tel 07779 206522    www.scojec.org 

http://www.scojec.org/lockdown.html
mailto:events@scojec.org


 
 

Thursday 3 September 7.30 p.m. – 8.45 p.m.  
(“bar” open till 9.15 p.m.) 

SCoJeC in partnership with Jewish communities around Scotland present 
An Online Get-together  

A follow-on from the last Scottish Jewish Coffee Morning in June,  
this time on a Thursday evening with the theme: 

 “Jewish Life outwith the Central Belt” 
Come and hear what it’s like living a Jewish life in Fife, in and around Aberdeen,  

and in the Highlands and Islands – and stay on to add your own stories!  

Registration link  http://www.tinyurl.com/scojeconlineseptember 
  

Free, all welcome 
 

 

 
 

  September 3, 10, 17 and 24th from 10 a.m.   

Creative Thursday Mornings – free, all welcome 
Registration link:  tinyurl.com/scojeccreativethursdays  

 

Thursday 3rd September:  
Rosh Hashanah Song Workshop with Bill Shackman (St Andrews).   
What songs will you most miss singing this holiday season?  How can we make music together 
in the Covid era?  Join us for a morning of Rosh Hashanah songs shared over Zoom to get  in 
the spirit of the holiday.   
 

Thursday 10th September:  
Self Portraits: Know Yourself -  with Randy Klinger (Findhorn) 
How do you see yourself? Beyond all subjective critical thoughts, is reflective observation. We 
all are beautiful, we all can reveal aspects of our beauty, but how many of us would freely say 
so? Adventure, curiosity, and attraction.  No experience necessary – a list of what you need will 
be provided on registration. Class 10-12, master class 12-1.  
 

Thursday 17th September:  
The Art of Baking: Bagels with Barb Taub (Arran); and Challah with Linda Martin (Highlands) 
 More info next week!  
 

Thursday 24th September:  
Jews and Textiles: Malcolm Lochhead, Marsha Gladstone, Debby Taylor. 
  More info next week!   
 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/scojeccreativethursdays


 
 

Sunday 6th September, 3 – 5 p.m.  
Yiddish Café in partnership with SCoJeC presents  

The 30th Yiddish Open Mic Café – Online!  
registration link  http://www.tinyurl.com/yiddishopenmicseptember 

Come along to be a part of the audience, or to present something. Each presentation (poetry, 
stories, jokes, a bit of theatre, songs, sketches, etc) should not last longer than 6 minutes. The 
written version of the presentation (written in Yiddish letters or in transliteration, with an English 
translation as well, if possible) should be sent to yiddishcafe@gmail.com not later than 
Thursday 3rd September. 

Free, all welcome.   Donations invited on the day to Refugee Action 
 

 

Sunday 6th September, 8 p.m. on ZOOM 
(“doors” open 7.30 p.m.) 

SCoJeC in partnership with the Small Jewish Communities Network presents: 
The Besht Tellers (together again) – "Chasing Tales" 

Robbie Gringras and Danny Scheinmann 
Registration link https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TTS 

 
Celebrated Jewish storytellers The Besht Tellers, together again for the first time for more than 
25 years!  Cost £10 (full price) £8 (reduced price) and with a heavily discounted price of £1 for 
anyone whose income has been reduced through COVID19 or who otherwise might not be able 
to cover the full cost. 

In the early 90’s Robbie Gringras and Danny Scheinmann wowed audiences with a unique 
blend of Jewish storytelling and physical theatre in their hit show 'Telling Tales'. In this one-off 
reunion performance Danny and Robbie will tell some of their favourite stories from decades 
of storytelling.  

Robbie now lives in Israel and Danny in London and in their own ways they have continued to 
tell stories all their lives.  Robbie is an educator, performer and writer. He has written many 
provocative thought pieces on all aspects of Israeli life and  continues to write and perform 
challenging new shows internationally.  His play 'About the Oranges' was a tragi-comedy about 
a suicide bomber, and his latest play 'The Gate' explores whether a gate between a kibbutz and 
the local Arab village should remain open or closed.  

Danny is an author, actor and film maker. His first novel 'Random Acts of Heroic Love' was an 
international bestseller translated in to 21 languages. His short film 'The Divorce' won the Pears 
Short Film Screenplay award and Best Film at the Moscow Jewish Film Festival and he most 
recently appeared in the films 'Stan and Ollie' and '7 days in Entebbe'.  

The 'Bar' will be open from 7.30, so come early and  bring a drink to enjoy before the show. 
We'll split you into smaller 'breakout rooms' to have a chat with other audience members from 
around Scotland, the UK and the world!   

This event is part of the European Days of Jewish Culture  
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/yiddishopenmicseptember
mailto:yiddishcafe@gmail.com
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TTS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2009A880S4
https://dannyscheinmann.com/film-making/


  
 

Thursday 24th September, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
“Goodbye Fiona and Hello Ruby” 

open house with music from Gica Loening 

 
Come for an informal chat with Fiona Frank as she prepares for her last week of work at 
SCoJeC after nine years, and meet Ruby Katz, as she takes up the reins of her new role as 
SCoJeC’s Projects and Outreach Manager. 

All welcome - donations gratefully accepted to help SCoJeC fund our next nine years of 
activities and events!   Book, and make your donation, at https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TXL 
 

 
 

 

Tuesdays 8th and 15th September, 20th and 28th October,  
7.30 – 9.30 p.m. 

Limmud Tour of Britain 
Brought to you by Limmud committees from outwith the large Jewish communities 

Registration and info link https://limmud.org/event/limmud-tour-of-britain/2020-09-08/ 

Come and explore local Jewish communities and history as well as the usual Limmud mix of 
topics of national and global interest.  Each evening will be at least three sessions running in 
parallel over two time slots, so in true Limmud fashion – you will have plenty of choice! 

Including, from Scotland:  
 ‘The only Jew in the Village’ with Fiona Frank 
 The History of Klezmer with Phil Alexander,  
 The Kabbalistic, Midrashic and Talmudic content of Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining,  
  with Nathan Abrams 

and much more!  
£5 per evening, or 10 per cent discount for booking all four evenings.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TXL
https://limmud.org/event/limmud-tour-of-britain/2020-09-08/


 
 

Tuesday 29th September 7.30 p.m. 
A Climate network for the Scottish Jewish Community 

Registration link www.tinyurl.com/scotlandsjewishclimatenetwork1 

COP26, the United Nations Climate Summit, was planned to take place in Glasgow in 
November 2020. Although it has now been postponed to 2021 because of the global pandemic, 
there will still be a lot of online activity around the original dates of the summit, 9th to 20th 
November, and we plan to be involved!  

Some of us are already working hard to reduce our own and our community’s carbon footprint 
and energy use, but others don’t yet know much about the issues involved.   

SCoJeC is planning a series of events to help Jewish people and organisations here in Scotland 
think about what we can do to change how we travel, shop, heat and light our synagogues and 
our homes, and how we relate to the world as Jews. 

We’ll start with the basics: what are ‘carbon emissions’ and what harm do they do? What is the 
‘greenhouse effect’? Why is the melting of the polar icecap a problem? We’ll give you a chance 
to ask the questions that you might not have been able to ask before – then we’ll have some 
discussion time to think about actions we could make on our own, in our communities, and in 
our neighbourhoods.  

Whether you’re a climate expert or a climate newbie, if this excites you, please get in touch to 
help us plan the process and develop this work. 

Email fiona@scojec.org or register at the link above.  
 

 

Sunday 18th October 8 p.m.  
The Scottish Jewish Archives Centre supported by SCoJeC presents 

By Zoom from Israel: Jeff Kaye 
Gathering Grains of Sand: My search for Samuel Jacobs 

Booking link at :    https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TXR 

Jeff Kaye was born in Glasgow, grew up in Newton Mearns, attended Calderwood Lodge 
School and Hutchesons Grammar School, was active in the Habonim movement and studied 
Psychology at Strathclyde University. He moved to Israel in 1981 and worked as a teacher and 
school principal.  He is currently a Vice President at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.  

Jeff has just published a book, Gathering Grains of Sand, telling the story of his quest to 
investigate the life of his great grandfather, Samuel Jacobs, a Lithuanian Jewish immigrant to 
Scotland. Samuel was a kosher butcher in the Gorbals, as well an active member of the Chevra 
Kadisha, South Portland Street and Langside Synagogues and heavily involved in Jewish 
education in the city. He will describe his research, including sources made available by the 
Scottish Jewish Archives Centre and his journey back to Lithuania.  

For further information  please contact info@sjac.org.uk,  vymann@gmail.com or 
jane@janetobias.com Tickets include one raffle entry:  Friends of SJAC £13; Others £15. 
 

  

http://www.tinyurl.com/scotlandsjewishclimatenetwork1
mailto:fiona@scojec.org
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/TXR
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY & TRAINING 
Tuesdays in September 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th:  

5pm – 5.30pm ZOOM training sessions 
Want to practise using Zoom? Fiona Frank is sharing her Zoom technical and facilitation skills 

by running half hour practice sessions at 5pm on Tuesdays. On demand  - Email 

Fiona@scojec.org if you’d like to take part.   
  

 
 

Best wishes 

SCoJeC’s Events Team 

Fiona, Joanne and Geanina  (with Ruby in the wings) 

events@scojec.org   tel 07779 206522 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.scojec.org 
SCoJeC, 222 Fenwick Road, Giffnock ,Glasgow G46 6UE 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is SCIO no. SC029438 
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