Safer Communities Third Sector Forum
Wednesday 16th January 2019
10am – 12pm
Falkirk Fire Station

Present:
Scott Malcom (SM) (Chair)
Megan Hamilton (MH) (Minute Taker)
Allan Young (AY)
Chris Esong
Douglas Howie (DH)
Ian Kingsley
Laura Mallis (LM)
Lynda Ross-Hale (LRH)
Sarah McHardy (SMcH)

CVS Falkirk and District
CVS Falkirk and District
LGBT Youth Scotland
Conduit Scotland
SACRO
Falkirk Council
Central Scotland Regional
Equality Council
Cyrenians
Families Outside

1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
The Chair welcomed forum members present and introductions were
made. There were no apologies given.
2. Review of Previous Minutes – 25.10.18
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the previous meeting.
3. Douglas Howie – Criminal Justice Support Worker - The Fearless
Project
Douglas introduced himself to the forum and then continued to speak
about the Fearless Project.
The Fearless Project is a domestic abuse support service for any LGBT+
person or man aged 16 and over. This service is available across 19 local
authority areas in Scotland. The Fearless Project has been around for 4
years and in the Forth Valley area for 18 months. The Fearless Project
exists to plug the gaps in service provision for certain groups of people.
The Fearless Project is not in competition with existing services, however
it is complementary to these existing services.
When interacting with service users the staff uses the RIC (Risk
Identification Checklist) questionnaire which the police and other services

use to do a risk assessment when meeting a new service user to ensure
the safety of both the worker and the service user.
There are different tiers of support available as agreed with Committed to
Ending Abuse (CEA); the tiers are:
 Tier 1 – Signposting, advice and information
 Tier 2 – Advocacy, practical support and crisis intervention
 Tier 3 – Intensive 1-2-1 mentoring (6 months)
At the current time the Fearless Project are receiving referrals from Police
Scotland, Salvation Army, CEA and self – referrals from the awareness
they’ve raised from the project.
To get in contact with Douglas for more information email:
DHowie@sacro.org.uk
4. Ian Kinsley from Falkirk Council - Adult Protection
Ian introduced himself to the forum then proceeded give his presentation.
In the last year there has been a spike in the number of referrals that has
been passed through to the Adult Support and Protection team at Falkirk
Council. One of the spikes includes older people being referred as well as
people with disabilities. Ian advised that the Council receives over 600
referrals every year.
The Adult Support and Protection Committee is a multi-agency committee
that meet bi-monthly. They have policies and procedures in place to help
organisations to work appropriately within their chosen fields. The
committee does a lot of audit work to continually look for their strengths
and weaknesses; they use 6 different levels of satisfaction to evaluate
where they need to improve upon and where they may benefit from
further training.
Ian highlighted to forum members present that he would like to create a
reference group, using former/current service users who have used adult
support and protection services in the Falkirk area so they can feedback
into the group, however at the current time no services users Ian has
approached would like to participate. He mentioned the group would not
need to meet on a regular basis as the group could only meet once a year
for an annual review of the services/ any publications.

Ian asked forum members present if there were any groups he could
attend that forum members facilitate to present the idea of a reference
group to in hopes of forming the group.
Ian also raised to the forum there is different information services and
help available for different organisations for any guidance or for further
training. The leaflets designed for the information were designed in
partnership with the Falkirk and Clackmannanshire Carers Centre for
accurate information and jargon use.
For any further information about Adult Support and Protection please
email: Ian.Kinsley@falkirk.gov.uk
5. Third Sector Partner Updates
5.1 CSREC - Hate Crime Roadshow
Central Scotland Regional Equality Council (CSREC), together with
Disability Equality Scotland, is hosting a free Hate Crime Roadshow event
on Thursday 24th January, 10am – 12pm at the Forth Valley Sensory
Centre, Redbrae Road, Camelon, FK1 4DD.
The event aims to raise awareness of hate crime and how to report it,
specifically discussing some of the potential barriers to reporting hate
crime. There will be presentations from Police Scotland, Disability Equality
Scotland and CSREC, along with the chance to discuss personal
experiences of hate crime. Those affected by hate crime, or who have
witnessed hate crime, are welcome to attend.
To book your place or for further information, please visit the Eventbrite
page.
5.2

LGBT+ Youth Scotland
LGBT+ Youth Scotland run a selection of fun, supportive groups for young
people across Scotland from age 13 to 25, in the Falkirk area they hold
their support group in Camelon Education Centre, Abercrombie Street,
Camelon, Falkirk FK1 4HA. They also run a one-to-one service for those
who do not feel comfortable enough sharing in a group which will
hopefully be up and running by February. The support they provide is
more goal setting to help younger people overcome their fears and raise
their confidence.

5.3

Families Outside
Families Outside is looking to set up a peer mentoring service for families
who have been affected from a family member’s imprisonment. Families
Outside is based at Polmont Prison. SMcH spoke about the hardships
families have went through when a family member’s crime has been
printed in the papers which has the family’s home addresses printed as
well resulting in some members of the public turning up their houses
causing disarray. SMcH mentioned that Families Outside are holding an
event on Monday 4th February in hopes to get the perspective of families
affected by this.
For more information please visit Families Outside website
https://www.familiesoutside.org.uk/

5.4

Cyrenians Update
At the current time Cyrenians will be moving premises to Arnotdale
House, Camelon, FK1 5SQ hopefully by the end of January. They are also
focusing on building up service user’s confidence by providing training,
working towards SVQS and the Falkirk Employability Award. Their aim is
to break down the barriers of employing a person with previous
convictions.
For more information or to get in contact email falkirk@cyrenians.org.

6. Update from CVS Falkirk
6.1 Forth Valley Third Sector Conference
Following our successful 2018 event in Falkirk, Clackmannanshire TSI
(CTSI), CVS Falkirk and Stirlingshire Voluntary Enterprise (SVE) are
delighted to announce that we will be holding our second Forth Valley
Third Sector Conference on Wednesday 13th February 2019 at Alva
Academy in Alva, Clackmannanshire.
Our theme this year is “Growing Your Communities”, stemming from our
commitment to helping community groups, charities, voluntary
organisations and social enterprises throughout the Forth Valley area
continue to thrive and learn. There will be workshops, stalls and guest
speakers from across the local and national landscape.
Places are £10 each, covering the cost of lunch and refreshments, with
lunch provided by a local social enterprise. Booking is essential. For

further information, please contact CVS Falkirk by phone: 01324 692000,
or email: info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk
6.2 Falkirk Funders Fayre
Following on from another successful Funders Fayre in 2018, CVS Falkirk
and Falkirk Council are pleased to announce that we are hosting another
FREE Funders Fayre on Tuesday 5th March 2019.
The event is designed to give third sector, charity and voluntary
organisations the opportunity to meet with a range of diverse funders and
to learn about the various grant funding schemes that are available.
Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and to obtain
information on how to apply and learn about the criteria funders use when
assessing applications.
The event will take place at the Bowhouse Community Centre, 130
Bowhouse Road, Grangemouth, FK3 0EU. For further information, please
contact CVS Falkirk by phone: 01324 692000, or email:
info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk
7. Three Key Messages
The forum discussed and agreed that the key messages from this meeting
was the importance of the Fearless Project in the Falkirk area as it is a
valued service bringing together the gaps from other services.
The other key message was from learning the importance of evaluations
from service users as services can use this and learn their strengths and
weaknesses to improve upon their services.
8. AOCB
This agenda item was not discussed.
9. Date of the Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 17th April, 10am
– 12pm at CVS Falkirk and District offices, Unit 6, Callendar Business
Park, Callendar Road, Falkirk, FK1 1XR
www.cvsfalkirk.org.uk | 01324 692 000 |
info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk | @CVSFalkirk
CVS Falkirk and District is a Company Limited by Guarantee in
Scotland No. SC085838 | Scottish Charity No. SC000312 | Registered

office: Unit 6, Callendar Business Park, Callendar Road, Falkirk, FK1
1XR

