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Are you looking for funding? 
 

Developing your ideas and applying for funding 

We can help you when you are developing your funding applications. We have a range of training sessions on funding in 

our Training Programme and we offer one to one surgery sessions to help you as you progress your application. We can 

also help you identify different sources of funding. 

 

Sources of funding  

There are a number of different sources of funding that groups and organisations can apply to, some are open to any type 

of group, others are restricted to, for example, registered charities or particular areas of work or geographical area. 

FUNDING SOURCES OCTOBER 2016 

 

CASHBACK FOR COMMUNITIES – SMALL GRANTS SCHEME (SCOTLAND) 

Cashback for Communities is a Scottish Government initiative that uses funds recovered from criminal activity to 

support positive activities for young people. Through the scheme Volunteer lead youth groups in Scotland can apply for 

funding of up to £2,000 to enhance their programmes for young people and get their projects off the ground.  

The scheme can provide up to £1,000 to support the start-up costs of new projects or groups or up to £2,000 to support 

projects run by existing local groups. CashBack for Communities is a partnership of six national, volunteer-led youth 

organisations, these are the Scout Association; Girlguiding Scotland; Boys Brigade; Girls' Brigade in Scotland; Boys and 

Girls Clubs (Scotland); and Youth Scotland. For further information: www.cashbacksmallgrants.org 

The next closing date for applications is 1st December 2016. 

 

COALFIELDS COMMUNITY SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMME (SCOTLAND) 

Through the programme, community and voluntary groups; charities and social enterprises in Scotland's coalfield 

communities can apply for grants of up to £5,000 to tackle some of the key challenges that still remain in Coalfield 

Communities. In order to be eligible for funding, projects need to address one or more of the following themes: Skills; 

Employment; and Health.  

Applications are welcomed from new or existing groups that are based or can evidence significant benefit to eligible 

coalfields communities. Priority will be given to new groups and the funding can be used both for capital or revenue 

projects. Organisations interested in applying should in the first instance call the Alloa Office on 01259 272127. 

The next closing date for applications is the 23rd November 2016.  

 

FUNDING TO ALLEVIATE EFFECTS OF POVERTY ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) 

The Volant Charitable Trust has re-opened to applications for projects which alleviate social deprivation for women and 

children in Scotland. Grants of up to £10,000 per annum are available for up to three years. The funding can be used for 

one-off projects or multi-year applications and will help with project and administrative core costs. The funding is 

 



intended to support charitable projects with a strong focus on supporting women and children affected by hardship or 

disadvantage and on tackling the issues they face in order to make a lasting difference to their lives and life chances. 

Registered charities, community interest companies, community organisations and social enterprises based and working 

in Scotland can apply. Applicants can be national or community based. An initial enquiry form can be submitted at any 

time. For further information: www.volanttrust.org 

Applications are ongoing 

 

GRANTS FOR EDUCATION PROJECTS FOR CHILDREN WITH A DISABILITY /  ARE DISADVANTAGED (SCOTLAND) 

Grants of up to £2,000 are available to support educational projects for children and young people under the age of 21 

who have a physical or learning disability, or who are socially disadvantaged. Examples of items and activities funded 

include: Dyslexia tuition; School trip; Bus passes; School expenses such as books and equipment as well as laptops where 

there is a special education need. The Trust cannot accept requests for day school or university fees however; grants are 

occasionally made for funding school expenses such as equipment, outings and tuition. School boarding fees may be 

covered however; this is usually in exceptional cases where personal circumstances make boarding a necessary option. 

Although the Trust operates primarily within Edinburgh and the Lothians, grants may be awarded Scotland wide 

depending on each individual case. For further information: http://www.wssociety.co.uk/charities/jwt/ 

The next closing date for applications to the John Watson Trust is 4th November 2016. 

 

YOUTH MUSIC INITIATIVE FUNDING (SCOTLAND)  

YMI provides funding to develop opportunities in the music sector for young people (aged 0 - 25 years). In particular, the 

programme aims to enable young people to achieve their potential in or through music making and to support the 

development of the youth music sector for the benefit of young people. There are 2 streams to apply under: Access to 

Music Making (grants of £1,000 to £40,000 for extracurricular programmes); and Strengthening Youth Music (grants of 

£1,000 to £20,000 for training programmes). YMI also provides funding through its School Based Music Making 

programme. The School Based Music Making Programme is a targeted fund for Scotland's 32 Local Authorities and 

Jordanhill School. For further information: www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes 

The next deadline for applying to Creative Scotland Music Initiative (YMI) is the 9th November 2016. 

 

TESCO ‘BAGS OF HELP’ GRANT (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND WALES) 

Grants of up to £5000 were available to communities in England, Scotland and Wales. The scheme which is being funded 

through the 5p carrier bag charge will provide funding to local communities for projects that deliver a physical 

environmental improvement or encourage the use and long term sustainability of outdoor spaces. Organisations eligible 

to apply include not-for profit organisations such as voluntary and community organisations, registered charities, health 

bodies, community councils, school, development trusts, local authorities and housing organisations. Tesco customers 

will vote in their store for their favourite local project. Each month three projects in each of Tesco's 428 region will be 

awarded a grant based on the number of votes received: first place receives up to £5000, second place up to £2000 and 

third place up to £1000. For further information: www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme 

The Tesco' Bags of Help' Grant Scheme is now accepting applications on an ongoing basis. 



COMIC RELIEF LOCAL COMMUNITIES PROGRAMME (SCOTLAND) 

The Comic Relief Local Communities Programme aims to empower local people enabling them to create lasting change 

in their communities. The Foundation Scotland is one of the delivery partners and will be delivering the programme 

across Scotland with funding available between £1,000 and £10,000 

The priorities of the programme are to improve people's life skills, education, employability and enterprise; maximise 

people's ability to strengthen community cohesion and build social capacity; provide people with opportunities to access 

local services, achieve greater social justice and to reduce inequality, exclusion and disadvantage; and advance people's 

physical and mental health. Projects should be run by people directly affected by the issues they are dealing with and 

priority will be given to small, locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear 

understanding of the needs of their community.  

To be eligible organisations need to have an annual income of less than £250,000 pa. PTAs/Parent Councils can apply if 

appropriately constituted but must evidence the project has genuine wider community benefit. A Local Communities 

grant must be at least 30% of the total cost of the project. 

Closing date for applications is 4pm on 31st October 2016. 

 

GRANTS OF UP TO £1,500 TO ADDRESS DISABILITY, DISADVANTAGE AND OVERCOMING ADVERSITY 

Scotrail and Foundation Scotland are working in partnership to manage a £90,000 fund that will help local communities 

across the country to flourish.  

The Community Fund will provide grants of between £250 and £5,000 to community groups addressing at least one of 

the following priorities: promotion of positive health and wellbeing; improvements in literacy, numeracy and health and 

wellbeing in primary schools; improving the community's environmental impact at a local level.  

The Cultural and Arts fund will provide grants of up to £5,000 to groups and individuals looking to fund arts, community 

recreation and/or sports activities and projects in the vicinity of a train station or with a travel or safety theme. The 

Employee Charitable Giving Fund will provide match funding of up to £250 to staff members who raise money on behalf 

of their own special causes. Please see the Foundation Scotland website for closing dates for each area.  For further 

information: www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/scotrail-community/scotrail-foundation 

Closing date for applications is 30 September 2016 and 31
st

 January 2017 

 

FUNDING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS (SCOTLAND) 

Grants totalling £400,000 are available for environmental projects in Scotland that enhance woodlands and green 

infrastructure, boost active travel and encourage community growing. Funding is available for projects that deliver or 

lead to woodland creation, management or enhancement, especially for community use; food growing projects with a 

focus on community lead activities and encouraging the Good Food Nation ethos; feasibility studies for new in urban 

areas for route enhancement and development; and improving or creating functional access routes passing through or 

leading to the development of green networks. Projects funded are likely to be located in or immediately adjacent to 

communities in the 15% most deprived datazones (nationally) according to the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation.  

The deadline for Stage 1 outline applications is 21st November 2016. 



TONY HARRISON LEGACY (UK) 

The Inland Waterways association (IWA) are inviting applications from organisations who are working to improve or 

maintain the inland Waterways. Tony Harrison who had a lifelong interest in inland waterways and was a member of the 

IWA for over fifty years has bequeathed a total of £200,000 to the association. The IWA hopes that applications for this 

funding will reflect the wide range of interests held by Tony Harrison such as restoration, engineering standards, 

boating, hydraulics and economics. Awards can be for any amount up to £200,000 and the only criteria is that projects 

should do the maximum amount of good for inland waterways.  For further information: 

www.waterways.org.uk/pdf/restoration/guidance_to_applicants_2016 

Closing date for applications is 31st of October 2016. 

 

 

FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS TO PURCHASE MUSICAL EQUIPMENT (UK)  

Schools in the UK, that wish to purchase musical instruments and equipment can apply for funding of up to £2,000 

through the EMI Music Sound Foundation's Instrument and/or Equipment Awards. To date the Foundation has made 

awards to over two thousand schools, individual students and teachers improve their access to music through the 

purchase or upgrade of musical instruments and equipment. The funding has to be made for music education that is 

beyond statutory national curriculum music teaching. The Foundation cannot fund retrospectively and schools are not 

eligible for financial assistance under this scheme if they have already purchased their instruments or if they do so 

before their application has been approved.   

For further information: hwww.waterways.org.uk/pdf/restoration/guidance_to_applicants_2016 

Closing date for applications is 7th February 2017. 

 

 

THEATRES TRUST LAUNCHES ‘SPEND A PENNY’ GRANT SCHEME (UK) 

The Theatres Trust is inviting owners and managers of theatres in the England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to 

apply for grants of up to £15,000 to enhance the theatregoing experience of female audience members by improving 

their restroom facilities.  

Although this scheme is targeted at the under-provision of ladies toilets, the Trust would also welcome applications to 

improve provision of gender-neutral or unisex toilets. To be eligible the applicants should have with titles or signed 

leases of more than 5 years on the building; can demonstrate that they run a regular theatre programme of professional, 

community and/or amateur work presenting no less than 30 performances a year; and have a bona fide UK charitable or 

not-for-profit legal structure and be able to provide certified or audited accounts for at least two years.  For further 

information: www.theatrestrust.org.uk/grants/spend-a-penny 

The closing date for applications is 26 October 2016  
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