
CVS Falkirk 
 

Are you looking for funding? 
 

Developing your ideas and applying for funding 

We can help you when you are developing your funding applications. We have a range of training sessions on funding in 

our Training Programme and we offer one to one surgery sessions to help you as you progress your application. We can 

also help you identify different sources of funding. 

 

Sources of funding  

There are a number of different sources of funding that groups and organisations can apply to, some are open to any type 

of group, others are restricted to, for example, registered charities or particular areas of work or geographical area. 

FUNDING SOURCES NOVEMBER 2016 

 

CASHBACK FOR COMMUNITIES – SMALL GRANTS SCHEME (SCOTLAND) 

Cashback for Communities is a Scottish Government initiative that uses funds recovered from criminal activity to 

support positive activities for young people. Through the scheme Volunteer lead youth groups in Scotland can apply for 

funding of up to £2,000 to enhance their programmes for young people and get their projects off the ground. The 

scheme can provide up to £1,000 to support the start-up costs of new projects or groups or up to £2,000 to support 

projects run by existing local groups. CashBack for Communities is a partnership of six national, volunteer-led youth 

organisations, these are the Scout Association; Girlguiding Scotland; Boys Brigade; Girls' Brigade in Scotland; Boys and 

Girls Clubs (Scotland); and Youth Scotland. For further information: www.cashbacksmallgrants.org 

The next closing date for applications is 1st December 2016. 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND DECISION MAKERS IN THE YOUTH FIELD (UK) 

The European Commission has issued a new call for proposals to promote the active participation of young people (aged 

13-30) in democratic life and foster debate around the major issues affecting youth.  

Specifically, activities (national, transnational and international) that bring young people and decision makers into 

discussion to help develop policies in the sector. Young people should lead the activities and be actively involved at all 

stages of a project. Organisations applying for national or transnational meetings must do so as part of a consortium 

consisting of at least two organisations from two different countries, of which at least one is a Programme Country. At 

least 30 young people must be involved in projects lasting from 3 to 24 months. Applications should be submitted to the 

National Agency in the Programme Country where the applicant organisation is established.  

The closing date for applications is the 2nd February 2017. 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities-for-organisations/support-for-policy-reform/structured-

dialogue_en 
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YOUNG PEOPLE LEAVING CARE GRANT SCHEME (UK) 

The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation has launched a new funding programme for organisations working to ensure that care 

leavers are decision makers in the choices that affect their lives. The Foundation is looking for applications that ensure 

care leavers are more easily able to form healthy relationships that help them make a successful transition to adulthood 

and to ensure young people leaving care receive a consistently high standard of statutory support that has been 

informed by their views. Funding is available for core or project costs, including staff salaries and overheads. 

Applications are now being accepted, with the first Young People Leaving Care grants likely to be made early in 2017. 

For further information: http://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/what-we-fund/young-people-leaving-care/  

 

LORD TAVERNERS MINIBUSES GRANT PROGRAMME (UK) 

The Lords Taverners, the UK's leading youth cricket and disability sports charity, has announced that it will re-open its 

Minibuses grants programme on the 1st December 2016.  

Applications will be accepted from schools/ organisations that cater for young people under the age of 25 who have a 

physical/ sensory/ learning disability. Please note that the Lords Taverners are unable to support schools that cater for 

socially disadvantaged children, or mainstream schools for children with behavioural problems. Lord's Taverners 

minibuses are based on the current Ford Transit model, with a diesel engine. The average cost to the charity of an 

accessible minibus is £52,500. For further information: http://www.lordstaverners.org/minibuses  

The closing date for applications will be the 28th February 2017. 

 

NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST – COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAMME (UK)  

The Community Grants Programme is for grants of £10,000 and above for projects which introduce facilities to enable 

increased community use of places of worship. Projects must have an estimated cost of at least £25,000 (including VAT 

and fees) to qualify. For example, St Michael's church in the centre of West Bromwich received a grant of £10,000 

towards the cost of a new kitchen extension, the provision of accessible toilet facilities, storage provision, general 

refurbishment and re-modelling of the lobby and entrance, in order to make it more accessible and usable for the local 

community. For further information: www.nationalchurchestrust.org/our-grants/community-grants 

The deadline for applications is the 29th November 2016. 

 

TESCO ‘BAGS OF HELP’ GRANT (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND WALES) 

Grants of up to £5000 were available to communities in England, Scotland and Wales. The scheme which is being funded 

through the 5p carrier bag charge will provide funding to local communities for projects that deliver a physical 

environmental improvement or encourage the use and long term sustainability of outdoor spaces. Organisations eligible 

to apply include not-for profit organisations such as voluntary and community organisations, registered charities, health 

bodies, community councils, school, development trusts, local authorities and housing organisations. Tesco customers 

will vote in their store for their favourite local project. Each month three projects in each of Tesco's 428 region will be 

awarded a grant based on the number of votes received: first place receives up to £5000, second place up to £2000 and 

third place up to £1000. For further information: www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme 

The Tesco' Bags of Help' Grant Scheme is now accepting applications on an ongoing basis. 

http://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/what-we-fund/young-people-leaving-care/
http://www.lordstaverners.org/minibuses
http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/our-grants/community-grants


GRANTS FOR RESTORING HISTORIC BUILDINGS (SCOTLAND) 

 Under the Historic Scotland Historic Building Repair Grants Scheme, financial help is available to owners to meet the 

cost of high-quality repairs using traditional materials and specialist craftsman to conserve original features in buildings 

of special architectural or historic interest. There are a number of criteria which have to be met before an award can be 

considered. The building must be of sufficient outstanding architectural or historic interest; the building must be at 

serious risk from neglect or repair; and a need for grant for repairs to be undertaken must be demonstrated. The grants 

awarded range from £10,000 to £500,000. For further information: www.historic-

scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/grants/building-repair-grants.htm  

The next closing date for applications is the 31st January 2017. 

 

GRANTS OF UP TO £1,500 TO ADDRESS DISABILITY, DISADVANTAGE AND OVERCOMING ADVERSITY 

Scotrail and Foundation Scotland are working in partnership to manage a £90,000 fund that will help local communities 

across the country to flourish.  

The Community Fund will provide grants of between £250 and £5,000 to community groups addressing at least one of 

the following priorities: promotion of positive health and wellbeing; improvements in literacy, numeracy and health and 

wellbeing in primary schools; improving the community's environmental impact at a local level.  

The Cultural and Arts fund will provide grants of up to £5,000 to groups and individuals looking to fund arts, community 

recreation and/or sports activities and projects in the vicinity of a train station or with a travel or safety theme. The 

Employee Charitable Giving Fund will provide match funding of up to £250 to staff members who raise money on behalf 

of their own special causes. Please see the Foundation Scotland website for closing dates for each area.  For further 

information: www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/scotrail-community/scotrail-foundation 

Closing date for applications is 31
st

 January 2017 

 

SANTANDER FOUNDATION DISCOVERY GRANT PROGRAMMES (UK) 

UK Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies and Credit Unions can apply for grants of up to £5,000 though 

the Santander Foundation. The aim of the Foundations "Discovery" grants is to help people have the confidence to make 

the most of their future. The grants are available to support knowledge, skills and innovation to give disadvantaged 

people the confidence to discover and create a new world of opportunities. The type of activities that can be funded 

include: 

 Money management workshops to help people understand how to budget and identify the affordable credit 

choices available to them 

 Work-based training and mentors to help socially isolated people develop skills to get back into work 

 Sign language training for parents with hearing impaired children 

 Or teaching young people with autism vocational skills; etc.  

Funding is available to cover part time salaries, equipment or materials but is for one year and must deliver a local 

project, not a national initiative. Applicants need to complete a Discovery Grant nomination form which is available in all 

Santander branches. There are no deadlines, the Foundation operates a rolling grants programme and applications can 

be submitted at any time. For further information: http://www.santanderfoundation.org.uk/  

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/grants/building-repair-grants.htm
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/grants/building-repair-grants.htm
http://www.santanderfoundation.org.uk/


NEW KICK THE DUST FUND 

The Heritage Lottery Fund's (HLF) new £10 million "Kick the Dust" programme has opened for applications. Kick the Dust 

aims to make heritage relevant to the lives of young people, aged 11-25, now and in to the future. The programme is 

open to applications from consortiums of three or more organisations, including heritage and youth organisations. 

Grants of between £500,000 and £1 million are available for projects that: 

 Make heritage relevant to more and a greater diversity of young people, building on their needs and interests 

 Increase the ambition, scale and quality of youth engagement with heritage 

 Develop and embed sustainable, ongoing work with young people within heritage organisations 

 Evidence the value of youth engagement with heritage.  

There is a two-round application process. Applicants will need to complete a Project Enquiry Form for Kick the Dust 

before noon on 2 December 2016. Once this has been received this, HLF will release a first-round application form to 

you.  For further information: www.nationalchurchestrust.org/our-grants/community-grants 

The deadline for first-round applications is noon on 20 February 2017. 

 

FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS TO PURCHASE MUSICAL EQUIPMENT (UK)  

Schools in the UK, that wish to purchase musical instruments and equipment can apply for funding of up to £2,000 

through the EMI Music Sound Foundation's Instrument and/or Equipment Awards. To date the Foundation has made 

awards to over two thousand schools, individual students and teachers improve their access to music through the 

purchase or upgrade of musical instruments and equipment. The funding has to be made for music education that is 

beyond statutory national curriculum music teaching. The Foundation cannot fund retrospectively and schools are not 

eligible for financial assistance under this scheme if they have already purchased their instruments or if they do so 

before their application has been approved.   

For further information: hwww.waterways.org.uk/pdf/restoration/guidance_to_applicants_2016 

Closing date for applications is 7th February 2017. 

 

 

FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY AMENITIES (SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND) 

The Suez Communities Trust provides funds to not-for-profit organisations to improve amenities for leisure and 

recreation use by the general public. This could include: Community cafes, Theatres, Play areas, Skate parks, Youth 

centres; etc.  

Through the Landfill Communities Fund the Trust can offer grants of up to £20,000 through its Smaller Projects Fund and 

grants of up to £50,000 through its Primary Fund. To be eligible, applicants needs to be a not - for profit organisations 

located within three miles of a qualifying SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK waste processing site. N.B. due to the rural 

nature of the Aberdeenshire funding zone this zone has a 10-mile radius. For further information: 

http://www.suezcommunitiestrust.org.uk/ 

The next application deadline for funding is the 23rd January 2017.  
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